
HOW TO 
USE 

COMPOST 

 

 

 

 

Learn the Best Ways to Use Your 
Compost 
Here are 5 ways to use your finished compost in 
your yard or garden. 
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How to Integrate Finished Compost into Soil & Garden 

 
 

1. Mix Compost into Garden Beds Before Planting 
 
How to do it: Spread a 1–3-inch 
layer of finished compost over your 
garden bed and mix it into the top 
6–8 inches of soil using a shovel, 
hoe, or tiller. 
 
Why it works: This boosts nutrient 
availability, improves soil texture, 
and enhances moisture retention, 
giving your plants a healthy head 
start. 
 

Tip: Do this 2–4 weeks before planting to allow the compost to settle and integrate naturally. 
 
 
2. Use as Mulch Around Plants & Trees 
 
How to do it: Apply a 2–3-inch layer of compost around the base of plants, shrubs, or trees, 
keeping it a few inches away from stems or trunks. 
 
Why it works: Compost mulch helps 
retain soil moisture, regulate 
temperature, suppress weeds, and 
slowly release nutrients as it breaks 
down. 
 
Tip: Replenish your compost mulch 
every season for continuous benefits. 
 
 



 
3. Make Compost Tea for Liquid Feeding 
 
How to do it: Steep a shovelful of compost in a bucket 
of water (5 gallons) for 24–48 hours, stir occasionally, 
then strain and apply the liquid to plant roots or 
foliage. 
 
Why it works: Compost tea is a quick, nutrient-rich 
liquid fertilizer that provides immediate nourishment 
and introduces beneficial microbes to the soil. 
 
Tip: Use within 24 hours of brewing for maximum microbial benefit. 
 
 
4. Top-Dress Lawns & Garden Beds 
 

How to do it: Spread a thin layer (¼ to ½ inch) of 
sifted compost directly on top of your lawn or over 
garden beds. 
 
Why it works: Top-dressing boosts soil structure, 
encourages deep root growth, and naturally 
fertilizes the soil without disturbing existing plants. 

 
 

Tip: After spreading, lightly water the area to help the compost settle into the soil. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
5. Enrich Potting Mixes & Raised Beds 
 
How to do it: Mix compost into 
your potting soil at a ratio of 1 part 
compost to 2–3 parts soil before 
planting in containers or raised 
beds. 
 
Why it works: Compost improves 
drainage, adds nutrients, and 
supports healthy root 
development—crucial for container-grown plants. 
 
Tip:  Use well-sifted compost in containers to avoid clogging drainage holes. 

 

           


