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Top 10 Composting Mistakes and How to Avoid Them 
 
 
1. Wrong Material Balance 
 
• Mistake: Too many greens 
(nitrogen-rich materials) or browns 
(carbon-rich materials) can disrupt 
the composting process. 
 
• Solution: Maintain a 3:1 ratio 
of browns to greens. Mix materials 
thoroughly to ensure even 
decomposition. 
   
 
2. Ignoring Moisture Levels 
 
• Mistake: Compost is too wet or too dry, hindering microbial activity. 
 

 
• Solution: Aim for a moisture 
level similar to a wrung-out 
sponge. Squeeze a handful of 
compost. If too try, it will 
crumble. If too wet, it will clump 
into a saturated ball. Add water 
if too dry. Add browns if too wet.  

 
 
 
 



3. Not Turning the Pile 
 
• Mistake: Lack of aeration slows down decomposition and can cause odors. 
  

• Solution: Turn the pile 
every 1-2 weeks to introduce 
oxygen and distribute heat. 
 

To turn the pile, use a garden 
fork, or a turner tool 
especially designed to turn 
compost. 
   

 
 
4. Adding Meat or Dairy 
 
• Mistake: These items attract pests and produce foul odors.  
• Solution: Stick to plant-based scraps. Avoid meat, dairy, and oily foods.  
 
 
5. Overwatering the Pile 
 
• Mistake: Excess moisture 
leads to anaerobic conditions and 
bad smells. 
 
• Solution: Add dry browns like 
leaves or shredded paper to absorb 
excess water.  
  



6. Adding Diseased Plants 
 
• Mistake: Pathogens can survive and spread when compost is used.  
• Solution: Avoid composting diseased plants unless your pile reaches high 
temperatures to kill pathogens. 
   
 
7. Using Pesticide-Treated Clippings 
 
• Mistake: Chemicals can harm beneficial microbes and plants.  
• Solution: Only compost untreated plant materials. 
 
 
8. Composting Invasive Weeds 
 
• Mistake: Seeds may survive and spread in your garden. 
 

 
 

• Solution: Avoid composting invasive or seeding weeds.  
 
   



9. Not Covering Food Scraps 
 

 
• Mistake: Exposed scraps 
attract pests.  
 
• Solution: Always cover 
food scraps with a layer of 
browns. 
   
 
 

 
 
 
10. Overfilling the Compost Bin 
 
• Mistake: Too much material can prevent proper aeration. 
• Solution: Maintain a manageable pile size and consider multiple bins if 
needed. 
 
 
By avoiding these common mistakes, you'll create nutrient-rich compost that 
benefits your garden and the environment. 


