COMPOST

Choose What Bin to Use & Why

Learn about 5 types of compost bins to choose
from to easily compost at home.
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www.homecompostingmadeeasy.net




Outdoor Composting Bins

1. Standalone Compost Bin (Static Bin or Open Pile)

Positives:

. Low cost or free: Can be DIY from pallets, wire mesh, or even just a pile.

. High capacity: Perfect for large volumes of yard waste and kitchen scraps.

. Natural process: Mimics traditional composting with lots of microbial and worm
activity.

. No electricity or moving parts: Simple, low-maintenance option.

Negatives:

. Slower decomposition: Takes longer (6-12 months) unless turned regularly.
. Manual effort: Requires shoveling to aerate and mix materials.

. Attracts pests if unmanaged: Needs good layering and coverage.

. Weather-sensitive: Rain can soak the pile; dry climates may require constant
watering.

Best for: Gardeners with yard space who want a low-cost, low-tech solution.



2. Compost Tumbler

Positives:

. Quick decomposition: Frequent
turning provides ideal aeration,
speeding up composting (as little as 4-
8 weeks).

. Pest-proof: Fully enclosed
design keeps out rodents and insects.
. Neat and tidy: Looks cleaner in
urban or suburban settings.

. Odor control: Properly sealed, preventing smells from escaping.

Negatives:

. More expensive: Commercial tumblers can be pricey
compared to DIY bins.

. Limited capacity: Not ideal for large volumes of yard
waste.

. Can be heavy to turn: When full, rotating a tumbler
takes effort.

. May need moisture adjustments: Tumblers can dry
out quickly and need regular checking.

Best for: Urban or suburban homes, smaller families, or
those who want faster compost with minimal mess.




3. Vermicomposting (Worm Bin - Outdoor)

Positives:
VERMICOMPOSTING
. Produces high-quality compost (worm
castings): Nutrient-rich and perfect for Cover Worm
gardens. - blanket
. Compact and efficient: Requires less - ‘g/ﬁ’ <\
space and produces compost faster than 3 Aotive sreawith
traditional piles. Worm casting ¢—scraps, worms
. Low odor: Worm bins are usually smell- (compost) \
free when managed correctly. - <\
. Fun and educational: Great for kids and — Drainage
learning about soil life. Yoo ieg i hojes
collection
Negatives: Tap for tea
. Temperature sensitive: Worms thrive in 55°F-77°F and may die in freezing or
extreme heat unless the bin is insulated.
. Needs specific care: Overfeeding or poor balance can harm worm health.
. No meat or citrus: Some kitchen scraps must be avoided to keep worms happy.
. Limited volume: Not ideal for large families or heavy yard waste producers.

Best for: Gardeners wanting ultra-rich compost and those with small yards who can manage
worm care.
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4. Enclosed Bin (Plastic or Wooden Compost Bin with Lid)

Positives:
. Keeps things tidy and organized: Enclosed design looks neat and prevents mess.
. Deters pests: Lids and sealed sides reduce rodent attraction.

| * Protects from rain and wind: Good for regions
W with variable weather.

i + Moderate speed: Decomposes faster than open
~ piles with proper care.

* Negatives:

1. Harder to turn: Narrow openings can make
S Mixing materials difficult.

=& 2. May not get hot enough: Some bins don’t

' generate enough internal heat for fast
decomposition.

3. Limited airflow: Without enough ventilation,
piles can go anaerobic.

4. Smaller capacity: Usually not ideal for large-

scale composting.

Best for: Small to medium-sized yards, beginners who want a clean setup, or those who
want to compost with minimal mess.




5. Three-Bin System (Excellent for Batch Composting)

Positives:

. Efficient system: One bin for fresh waste, one for turning, one for curing finished
compost.

. Continuous composting: You always have a batch at a different stage.

. Great for larger volumes: Good for big gardens and serious composters.

. Encourages turning: Easier to manage and rotate compost regularly.

Negatives:

. Requires space: Needs a decent-sized backyard.

. More work-intensive: You’ll be turning and transferring compost more frequently.
. May require construction: Often DIY or requires a solid, planned setup.

Best for: Dedicated gardeners, homesteaders, or anyone producing a lot of compostable
material. Pallets make an excellent inexpensive option (with a few modifications).



Comparison Table: Outdoor Composting Methods

Method Best For Key Drawbac  Speed | Capacity

Benefits ks
Standalone Bin Gardeners | Cheap, large Slower Slow High
with space, | volume, composting;
DIY lovers | natural more
process manual
effort
Compost Tumbler | Urban Fast, odorless, | Can be Fast Medium
composters | pest-proof, expensive,
neat heavy to
appearance turn, limited
volume
Vermicomposting | Small Nutrient-rich Temperature | Fast Low to
families, compost, -sensitive, Medium
worm space-saving, | no meat or
lovers, kids | low odor dairy;
worms need
care
Enclosed Bin Beginners, | Tidy, weather- | Hard to Medium | Medium
clean setup | resistant, aerate,
fans discourages slower than
pests tumblers
Fast High
Three-Bin System | Large Efficient batch | Requires
gardens, system, space,
heavy continuous regular effort

composters | production to turn



Bonus Tips for Choosing the Right Bin

. Go for a tumbler if you want fast results with less mess and live in an urban area.

. Choose a standalone or three-bin system if you have yard space and produce lots
of organic waste.

. Try vermicomposting if you’re composting mainly kitchen scraps and enjoy a
hands-on, educational experience.

. Use an enclosed bin for a low-odor, beginner-friendly setup in small yards.

Final Thoughts

No matter which composting method you choose, the key to success is balance: feed your
pile the right mix of greens and browns, maintain proper moisture, and give it enough air.
Each system has its trade-offs, but all will help you:

. Reduce household waste
. Improve garden soll
. Live more sustainably

Choose the system that fits your lifestyle best, and don’t be afraid to experiment. Many
gardeners use a combination of bins to manage food scraps, yard waste, and finished
compost more efficiently.




