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Compost Activators 
 
 

What Are Compost Activators? 
 
Compost activators, sometimes called accelerators or starters, are materials added to a 
compost pile to kick-start or speed up the decomposition process. They do this by boosting 
microbial activity and helping balance the nitrogen (greens) to carbon (browns) ratio. 
 

 
While composting can happen naturally over time, activators are 
useful when: 
 
• Your pile is cold or breaking down slowly 
• You’re composting mostly browns and need a nitrogen boost 
• You’re starting a new pile from scratch 
• You want to encourage faster composting in colder weather 
 

 
 

Why Use a Compost Activator? 
 
Not all compost piles and efforts are the same. One of the most common issues is how to keep 
the compost pile heated. You may best use a compost activator for the following reasons to 
enhance heating and nutrient content of compost debris. 
 
• Speeds up decomposition: Activators add nutrients and microorganisms that make the 
breakdown process faster. 
• Improves microbial diversity: They introduce helpful bacteria and fungi that boost 
compost health. 
• Corrects balance issues: If your pile is too dry or carbon-heavy, activators supply the 
nitrogen needed for a healthy C:N ratio. 
• Reboots inactive piles: If your compost has stalled or gone cold, a dose of activator can 
revive it. The consistency in which you check your pile will allow you to determine if it needs to 
be boosted with an activator. 



 
Benefits of Using Compost Activators 

 
Perhaps the optimal benefit of using a compost activator is increased breakdown of material via 
sustained heating. It also has the following key benefits. 
 
• Faster composting – Get usable compost in weeks instead of months. 
• More consistent breakdown – Especially helpful in batches with uneven materials. 
• Boosted microbial health – Better microbe activity = better compost quality. 
• Helps compost tough materials – Woody debris and paper break down faster. 
• Reduces odors – A healthy, balanced pile smells earthy, not funky. 
 
 

 
Types of Compost Activators 

 
 
High-Nitrogen Natural Additions (DIY Activators) 
 
These are organic materials rich in nitrogen that naturally stimulate microbial activity. 
• Grass clippings (fresh) 
• Coffee grounds 
• Manure (from herbivores only) – cow, horse, chicken 
• Alfalfa meal or hay 
• Seaweed (washed) 
• Blood meal 
• Green vegetable scraps 
 
Best for: Gardeners who want to use what they already have around the house or garden. 
 

        



 
Commercial Compost Activators 
 
These are store-bought blends formulated with nitrogen, enzymes, 
and beneficial microbes. 
• Brands like Jobe’s, Ringer, Espoma, Roebic, or Dr. Earth offer 
easy-to-use products. 
• Usually come in powder, pellet, or liquid form. 
• Some also include fungi or inoculants that jump-start 
microbial diversity. 
 

 
 
Best for: New composters or those dealing with tough materials like 
woody clippings or dry leaves. 
 

 
 

 
Microbial Starters or Inoculants 
 
These contain specific strains of bacteria and fungi designed to improve decomposition. 
• Used mostly in Bokashi or vermicomposting systems. 
• Can also be used in traditional composting to increase microbial life. 
 
Best for: Composters looking to optimize soil health and speed. 
 

           



 

Tips for Using Compost Activators 
 
• Follow package instructions if using a commercial product. Overdoing it can throw off 
the balance. 
• Mix it into the center of the pile where decomposition is most active. 
 

• Apply after adding large amounts of 
browns (leaves, cardboard, wood chips). 
• Use activators in layers as you build your 
pile, not just once at the top. 
• Water lightly if needed—activators need 
moisture to activate properly. 
• Don’t rely on them alone—you still need a 

good mix of greens and browns for healthy compost. 
 
 
Final Word 
 
Compost activators are like a caffeine shot for your 
compost pile—not essential, but incredibly helpful 
when you want results fast or when your pile seems 
sluggish.  
 
Whether you choose DIY options or commercial 
products, using activators wisely can give your 
composting efforts a serious boost. Plus, it can put 
more happiness into your life! 


