7 COMPOSTING TIPS

COMPOSTING SUCCESS WITH THESE TIPS

Follow these 5 composting techniques to create nutrient-rich loam for your garden

homecompostingmadeeasy.net
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Note: The products shown in this guide are available at your local garden center,
or on the Internet via Amazon



7 Key Tips for Home Composting

1. Start with the Right Spot

Choose a location that gets partial sun and is easy to access year-round. A spot
directly on soil is best—it allows worms and beneficial microbes to enter naturally
and helps with drainage. If you don’t have access to bare ground, use a container
with good airflow and drainage holes. Manufactured compost bins and tumblers

are often used in home composting — just place them in a good spot!




2. Balance Greens and Browns

A healthy compost pile needs the right mix of materials. Follow the simple rule of
thumb: “Greens” (wet, nitrogen-rich items like food scraps and grass clippings)
and “Browns” (dry, carbon-rich materials like leaves, paper, and cardboard).

Tip: Aim for a ratio of about 2 parts browns to 1 part greens. This helps prevent
odors and speeds up decomposition.
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dry leaves fresh leaves

hay & straw kitchen waste

pine needles table scraps

pine cones fresh grass clippings
twigs & branches weeds (without seeds)

wood or paper ash flowers

paper & newspaper
cardboard
sawdust coffee grounds

coffee filters
tea ba.gs & loose tea

seaweed & kelp
barnyard manure

eggshells

ik peper ba.gs paper towels

3. Chop and Shred Materials

The smaller the pieces, the faster they break down. Cut up fruit and veggie scraps, tear newspaper,
and shred cardboard before adding them. Smaller bits give microbes more surface area to work with,
which means faster compost for you!



4. Avoid Adding Problematic Materials:

Steer clear of meat, dairy, oils, and diseased plants, as these can attract pests and create odors.
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5. Keep It Moist but Not Soaked

Think of your compost like a sponge—it should be damp, not dripping wet. If it’s too dry, add water
or juicy greens (like melon rinds). If it’s too wet, toss in dry browns like paper or leaves to absorb the
moisture. -
Check moisture every week
by grabbing a handful and
giving it a gentle squeeze—it
should feel like a wrung-out
sponge.

A moisture meter may also
be useful to monitor and
adjust moisture content.




6. Turn It Regularly

Air is essential for your compost to decompose efficiently. Use a
shovel or garden fork to turn your pile once a week. This
introduces oxygen, helps mix materials evenly, and prevents
your pile from getting smelly or compacted.

If you're using a compost tumbler, just give it a few spins every
few days to do the job.

7. Be Patient & Observe

Composting takes time for materials to break down into
nutritious soil. Monitor your pile for temperature and moisture,
and adjust as necessary. Turn your pile now and then to help
reactivate decomposition and increase heat again. It can take several weeks to months for the
compost to be ready.
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