5 TOOLS FOR
HOME COMPOSTING

THE RIGHT TOOLS FOR THE JOB

Make it easier to compost in bins — increase your joy!

homecompostingmadeeasy.net

C. Forrest McDowell, PhD
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Note: The tools shown in this guide are available at your local garden center, or on the
Internet via Amazon



5 Essential Tools for
Home Composting in Bins

1. Compost Aerator or Garden Fork

Purpose: To turn and aerate your compost pile, allowing oxygen
to circulate and speeding up decomposition.

Why it's useful:

. Prevents anaerobic (smelly) conditions.

. Encourages microbial activity by redistributing materials.

. Helps maintain a consistent temperature throughout the
pile.

Options:

. A compost aerator tool (with spiral or claw design) is ideal
for bins.

J A standard garden fork is great for larger piles or turning

heavy materials.




2. Compost Thermometer

Purpose: To monitor the internal temperature
of your compost pile and ensure it's in the
optimal range for decomposition (130°F-160°F or
— 55°C-70°C).

Why it's useful:
e Helps you know when to turn or add materials.
e Lets you track the composting stages: heating, active,

and curing.
J Ensures your pile gets hot enough to kill weed seeds and pathogens.

Pro Tip: A long-stemmed thermometer designed for composting gives the most accurate readings
deep inside your pile.

COMPOST THERMOMETERS
Compost thermometers let you know
the temperature and health of your
compost pile.




3. Kitchen Compost Caddy or Countertop Bin

Purpose: To collect food scraps conveniently in the kitchen before transferring them to your outdoor
compost bin.
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Why it's useful:

J Reduces trips to your outdoor pile.

J Keeps scraps odor-free with charcoal filters.
. Encourages family participation by making
composting easy.

Features to look for:

’ P . A tight-sealing lid.
4 e Ahandle for easy transport.
) e  Avreplaceable carbon filter for odor control.
’
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4. Shredder or Scissors

Purpose: To cut and break down large or tough compost
materials like cardboard, twigs, or long veggie scraps.

Why it's useful:

. Smaller pieces decompose much faster.

. Helps maintain airflow by reducing bulky items.

. Easier to mix evenly with other materials.

Tools to use:

. Heavy-duty kitchen shears or garden scissors.

J A basic paper shredder for junk mail and cardboard

(make sure it's free of plastic!).




5. Moisture Meter or Spray Bottle & Hose

Purpose: To monitor and manage the moisture level of your compost pile, which is crucial for
microbial activity.

Why it's useful:

. Keeps your compost from drying out or
becoming waterlogged.

. Ensures a balance that’s ideal for breakdown
(moist like a wrung-out sponge).

J Prevents problems like odor, pests, or slow
decomposition.

Tools you can use:

o A moisture meter (often combined with a soil
thermometer).
. A spray bottle or garden hose with a nozzle

for adjusting wetness.
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Optional Bonus Tool: Compost Sifter or Screen
If you want super-fine, crumbly compost, a sifter or screen helps remove large chunks or unbroken
items before use. It’s especially helpful if you're applying compost to pots or seed trays.
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